
 

Article #7 
Epcor said it was 100 amps 

Shauna asked that I not use her real name so we will call her Linda… 

I received a text from a realtor, we will call her linda, who sent the following message: 

"The sellers contacted Epcor and received confirmation which was put into writing  
that there's a 100 amp service" 

Linda is referring to the size of a residential electrical service. We all know that today, insurance 
companies are requiring that the electrical services for a home being purchased be upgraded to 100 
amp for safety reasons. This seller in this case feels that because she has a letter from Epcor saying 
that the service is 100 amp that her home is just that…Wrong. 

What Epcor is referring to is the capability of the overhead wiring existing between the power pole in 
the alley to the connection point on the house. This has nothing to do with the potential 60 amp meter 
socket on the house, or the old breaker panel by the back door or the fact that the wiring on the house 
is only rated at 60 amps, Epcor has no records of the home's internal wiring. 

Having said that, Epcor is absolutely correct, the electrical service capabilities is 100 amps but it is 
always 100 amps. The distance from the pole to the house is such that if they used 60 amp wiring, the 
conductors would not be strong enough, so the utility companies almost always put in 100 amp wiring 
regardless of the capabilities of the house equipment. 

Just like the fact that in the past, people were looking at the manufactures sticker on the electrical 
breaker panel thinking that the 100 amp rating of the box was the size of the service, this was another 
misconception….I hope this clears up yet another problem area. 

Special thanks to Linda 
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